General Principles
Teratology -"Study of Monsters"
Teratogen -agent that produces birth defects 2-3% of all newborns show at least one recognizable congenital malformation 4-6% after a few years -due to unrecognizable malformations at birth Over 20% of infant mortality is linked to congenital malformations
Congenital Malformations
Range -Enzyme deficiency (point mutation) to gross anatomical malformations Interaction between genetic make-up and the environment Penetrance -severity of a defect -influenced by genetic background: Different mice strains react differently to a specific teratogen. 
Factors

